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Holy Father, esteemed brother bishops, and dear brothers and sisters in Christ,  

I wish to speak on numbers 110-113 of the Instrumentum laboris regarding the Family, that 

I may propose further incisive theological and pastoral considerations. Our Holy Father underlined 

during the opening liturgy “that matrimony is a Gospel in itself, a Good News for the world of 

today.” For, being “based upon the grace that comes from the triune God” it speaks eloquently 

about God. Marriage is “de Trinitate” and theology is called to deepen this element in order to 

illustrate the richness of this “great mystery”, as St. Paul says (Ef. 5, 32). Marriage continues to be 

good news also for today’s world because it corresponds to the radical need for the family inscribed 

in man and woman since the time God declared: “It is not good for man to be alone, I shall make 

him a suitable helper” (Gen. 2,18). Adam had already been created, yet there was still something 

vital that was missing, namely, a female company. Alone, man is nothing. Everything man does is 

expressed in an interrelationship without which one is not brought into existence and without which 

one would not be free. 

 Despite this, much of western history has been conceived as a kind of liberation from all 

types of bonds: bonds with others, and therefore, the family, which involves responsibilities 

towards others. It is true that bonds, in the form of chains, have sometimes suppressed the 

individual. Yet today, the tendency towards loneliness, together with the cult for the “ego” which 

has broken with all its bonds, even with God, run the risk of putting to death the individual person 

itself, making man or woman precipitate disastrously to the lowest form of existence. In such a 

situation, the emotional and sexual expressions are forged and lived out within the private sphere of 

loneliness. The level of disorientation caused by globalization accentuates all the more the current 

tendency towards self-absorption, and in a society that is evermore individualistic, it is thus, more 

likely to put into doubt the institution of marriage and the family; marriage is no longer understood 

as the roots of the family, the basis of society. Hence, the most basic secular anthropology which 

once inspired Cicero to declare: “familia est principium urbis et quasi seminarium rei publicae”, is 

now undermined. 

The disruption of the family is probably the number one problem of contemporary society, 

even if few have come to realize this fact. Not so with the Church, “expert in humanity”. That is 

why we cannot remain silent. It is not because we are traditionalists or conservatists belonging to an 



archaic institution. What is at stake here is the very future of our society. We are rather 

“conservationists of the future”, that is to say, of the future of our society. In fact, we know all too 

well the very high price that is paid above all by children, by the elderly, by the sick. Contrarily, the 

family signifies a home, stability, growth, future. 

Our urgent duty -very urgent- is to provide a close cultural reflection, as well as a more 

energetic action, so that the Family is placed at the centre of politics, of economy, of culture, be it in 

national or international levels, involving also people of different religions and men and women of 

good will. To be made bare are those erred choices disguised as reasonable. For example, it is held 

by many that it is impossible to assume a “life-long” fidelity in marriage. But I ask myself: why is it 

possible to say “forever” in relation to one’s football team, yet not for one’s wife or to marriage? 

Evidently, something is not quite right.  

It is necessary to give voice to the many countless Christian families who have heroically 

lived their fidelity and commitment to marriage and the family. They are truly a resource for the 

Church and for society. They are to be sustained, assisted and made known. The World Meetings of 

Families – the meeting in Milan and forthcoming meeting in Philadelphia come to my mind – are 

called to be an authentic celebrations which illustrate to all that the family is not only possible, but 

also beautiful. The Church ought to show herself evermore as the “family of families”, even for 

those affected by wounds and are needy of assistance and love. Paraphrasing the ancient dictum of 

Saint Cyprian: if one has the Church as Mother, it is easier to feel God as Father (cf. De unit. 6: PL 

4, 519). 

The notable number of references within this synod regarding the family and that it become 

evermore a subject of evangelization, expresses a strong pastoral concern; they are for me a further 

inspiration, as I begin my office as President of the Pontifical Council for the Family. 


